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Personally,	I’m	a	big	OneDrive	user	but	I	know	a	lot	of	people	use	Google	Drive	as	their	main	cloud	storage	provider.	If	you	live	in	Google’s	world	with	Gmail,	Google	Docs,	and	Photos,	then	Google	Drive	is	a	sensible	choice.	Recently,	Google	made	Drive	just	a	little	bit	better	by	finally	adding	selective	sync	to	the	desktop	client.	What	this	means	is	that
you	can	choose	to	have	some	of	your	folders	synced	to	your	PC	while	leaving	others	completely	in	the	cloud.	Selecting	your	Drive	folders	To	get	started,	click	on	the	Google	Drive	icon	in	your	system	tray	(that	upward	facing	arrow	on	the	far	right	of	the	taskbar).	When	the	Drive	pop-up	panel	appears	click	the	menu	icon	(three	vertical	dots)	in	the
upper-right	corner	and	select	Preferences.	Google	Drive’s	preferences	window.	A	new	window	appears	opened	to	the	Sync	options	tab.	What	you	want	to	do	now	is	click	the	radio	button	labeled	Sync	only	these	folders.	Google	Drive’s	selective	sync	interface.	Now	a	two-panel	window	appears	listing	all	the	folders	in	the	root	of	your	Google	Drive	cloud
storage.	If	you	want	to	deselect	an	entire	folder	just	uncheck	the	box	next	to	it.	Another	option	is	to	stop	syncing	specific	subfolders	inside	a	parent	folder.	For	example,	if	you	have	a	Documents	folder	with	subfolders	for	each	month,	you	could	choose	to	only	keep	the	latest	month	and	stop	syncing	the	others.	So	Documents	>	April	would	still	be	on
your	PC	but	folders	like	Documents	>	January,	Documents	>	February,	etc.	wouldn’t.	To	stop	syncing	subfolders,	click	on	the	parent	folder	in	the	left-hand	pane.	The	subfolders	will	show	up	on	the	right.	Now	deselect	the	subfolders	that	you	don’t	want.	Once	you’ve	got	Drive	set	up	the	way	you	like,	click	Apply,	and	a	pop-up	warning	will	ask	you	to
confirm	your	selective	sync	choices.	Once	you	confirm	by	clicking	Continue	Google	Drive	will	automatically	delete	the	nonsyncing	folders	from	your	PC.	That	will	free	up	space	on	your	local	hard	drive,	while	still	leaving	your	folders	in	Google’s	cloud.	Those	are	the	basics	of	Google	Drive’s	selective	sync.	A	couple	additional	things	to	keep	in	mind:
Selective	sync	only	works	for	folders.	You	cannot	selectively	sync	individual	files.	Also,	if	you	delete	files	from	your	PC	that	are	shared	with	others,	Google	warns	that	they	may	lose	access	to	those	files.	Starting	July	10,	2019,	Google	Photos	and	Google	Drive	will	no	longer	automatically	sync.	We’re	making	this	change	to	simplify	how	things	work
between	the	two	services.	You	can	read	more	about	the	changes	in	our	blog	post.		When	you	upload	or	delete	photos	in	Google	Drive	or	Google	Photos,	changes		won’t	reflect	in	the	other	product.	On	photos.google.com,	you	can	use	a	new	feature	called	“Upload	from	Drive”,	which	lets	you	manually	choose	photos	and	videos	from	Drive	to	copy	into
Photos.	This	feature	may	not	be	available	for	everyone	until	the	end	of	July	2019.		Once	items	are	copied	into	Photos,	items	are	not	connected	between	the	two	products.	If	you	copy	Original	quality	items	from	Drive	into	Photos,	they	will	count	towards	your	storage	in	both	products.	Learn	more.	These	changes	are	for	all	devices	and	platforms,	like	iOS
and	Android.		Your	existing	photos	and	videos	are	still	in	Google	Photos	and	Google	Drive.	Google	Photos	backup	will	continue	to	work	as	before.		Not	sure	what	settings	you	have?	On	your	computer,	go	to	photos.google.com/settings.	Check	if	you	see	the	“Google	Drive”	section.	If	you	don’t	see	this,	you	didn’t	sync	photos	and	videos	from	Google	Drive
to	Google	Photos.		If	you	do	see	this,	you	used	to	sync	photos	and	videos	from	Google	Drive	to	Google	Photos.		Starting	July	10,	2019,	Drive	and	Photos	will	no	longer	sync	with	each	other.	After	these	changes	go	into	effect,	any	changes	you	make	in	Drive	will	only	apply	to	Drive.	Any	changes	you	make	in	Photos	will	only	apply	to	Photos.	For	example,
if	you	upload	a	photo	to	Google	Drive,	it	will	not	upload	to	Google	Photos	unless	you	upload	it	separately.	Any	files	and	folders	you	have	in	Drive	will	remain.	On	your	computer,	go	to	drive.google.com.	Check	if	you	have	a	“Google	Photos’	folder	in	My	Drive.	If	you	have	a	“Google	Photos”	folder	with	subfolders	for	years	and	months,	you	used	to	sync
your	Google	Photos	library	to	Google	Drive.		What	you	need	to	know	Any	photos	and	videos	you	have	in	Drive	will	remain.	After	these	changes	go	into	effect	starting	July	10,	2019,	any	changes	you	make	in	Drive	will	only	apply	to	Drive.	Any	changes	you	make	in	Photos	will	only	apply	to	Photos.	For	example,	if	you	delete	or	edit	a	photo	or	folder	in
Google	Drive,	the	change	will	not	happen	in	Google	Photos.	On	your	computer,	open	Backup	and	Sync	.	Click	More	Preferences.	Check	if	you	turned	on	Upload	newly	added	photos	and	videos	to	Google	Photos.	If	you	use	Backup	&	Sync	to	upload	photos	and	videos	to	Drive	and	Photos,	it	will	upload	a	copy	to	each	service,	but	it	will	not	take	up
duplicate	storage.	If	you	remove	a	photo	or	video	from	your	computer	it	won't	be	removed	from	Google	Photos.	If	you	remove	a	photo	or	video	from	Google	Photos	it	won't	be	removed	from	your	computer.	What	else	do	you	need	to	know?	Items	synced	before	July	10,		2019	will	not	take	up	extra	storage	space.	After	the	change:	If	you	use	Backup	&
Sync	to	upload	photos	&	videos	to	Drive	and	Photos,	they	will	not	take	up	duplicate	storage	space.	If	you	delete	one	copy,	the	other	will	continue	to	take	up	storage	space.	If	you	manually	upload	a	photo	or	video	from	Drive	to	photos.google.com,	in	Original	Quality,	it	will	take	up	storage	space	in	both	places.	Deleting	photos	in	one	service	will	not
delete	them	in	the	other.	Related	resources	Get	answers	from	community	experts	Last	Updated	:	June	20,	2022	Google	Drive	allows	you	to	backup	photos,	videos,	and	documents	to	access	them	from	anywhere	on	any	device.	You	can	upload	an	individual	photo	or	multiple	photos	at	a	time.	To	bulk	upload	photos	from	your	Android	gallery,	you	can
either	upload	a	photo	album	or	select	multiple	photos	to	upload.Here	are	the	steps	to	Upload	a	Photo	Album	to	Google	Drive:Open	"Gallery"	on	your	Android	phone.Tap	the	"Menu"	button	located	at	the	top	right	corner	of	your	screen.Tap	the	"Select	album"	button.Tap	each	album	that	you	want	to	upload	to	your	Google	Drive	account.Tap	the	"Send"
button	located	at	the	top	of	the	screen.Select	"Google	Drive"	option.Tap	"Ok"	button	to	upload	the	selected	albums	to	Google	Drive.Here	are	the	steps	to	Upload	Multiple	Photos	to	Google	Drive:Open	the	"Gallery"	app	on	your	Android.Browse	the	photos	which	you	want	to	upload.Long	press	on	multiple	photos	to	select.Tap	"Send"	button	located	at	the
top	of	your	screen.Select	"Google	Drive"	option.Tap	the	"Ok"	button	to	upload	the	selected	photos	to	Google	Drive.PicBackMan	is	the	easiest	and	simplest	way	to	keep	your	photos	safely	backed	up	in	one	or	more	online	accounts.	Simply	download	PicBackMan	(it's	free!),	register	your	account,	connect	to	your	online	store	and	tell	PicBackMan	where
your	photos	are	-	PicBackMan	does	the	rest,	automatically.	It	bulks	uploads	all	photos	and	keeps	looking	for	new	ones	and	uploads	those	too.	You	don't	have	to	ever	touch	it.	Automate	backup	&	migration	of	your	photos	&	videos	with	support	for	all	top	services.	(283	reviews)	Trusted	by	users	in	125+	countries.	Kip	Roof	PicBackMan	does	exactly	what
it's	supposed	to.	It's	quick	and	efficient.	It	runs	unobtrusively	in	the	background	and	has	done	an	excellent	job	of	uploading	more	than	300GB	of	photos	to	2	different	services.	After	having	lost	a	lot	of	personal	memories	to	a	hard	drive	crash,	it's	nice	to	know	that	my	photos	are	safe	in	2	different	places.	Julia	Alyea	Farella	LOVE	this	program!	Works
better	than	ANY	other	program	out	there	that	I	have	found	to	upload	thousands	of	pictures	WITH	SUB-FOLDERS	to	SmugMug!	Thank	you	so	much	for	what	you	do!	:)	#happycustomer	PausingMotion	I	pointed	PicBackMan	at	a	directory	structure,	and	next	time	I	looked	-	all	the	photos	had	uploaded!	Pretty	cool.	I	use	SmugMug	and	while	I	really	like
it,	the	process	of	creating	directories	in	is	pretty	laborious	when	you	need	to	make	80+	at	a	time.	This	was	a	breeze.	Thank	you!	Gavin	Whitham	PicBackMan	was	really	easy	to	setup	and	has	been	running	for	3	days	now	backing	up	all	my	locally	saved	photos	to	Flickr.	My	photos	are	really	valuable	to	me	so	it's	great	to	be	able	to	have	them	easily
backed	up	to	a	secure	location.	Jim	Griffin	It's	AWESOME!!	I	have	tens	of	thousands	of	pictures...and	they	are	now	successfully	uploaded	to	SmugMug,	where	they	are	safely	backed	up,	and	I	can	edit	and	organize	them.	If	you	are	hesitating	about	using	PicBackMan,	hesitate	no	longer...try	it...and	you'll	be	glad	you	did!!	Google	has	now	officially
uncoupled	Google	Photos	from	Google	Drive,	and	the	two	Google	storage	services	no	longer	automatically	keep	their	photos	in	sync.	That	means	photos	you've	uploaded	to	one	service,	and	any	changes	you	make	to	them,	no	longer	reliably	show	up	in	the	other	place.		Google	says	it	made	the	change	because	some	people	found	the	relationship
confusing.	But	if	you	like	having	your	photos	synced,	we've	found	a	workaround	that	can	help	you	keep	Google	Drive	and	Google	Photos	in	lockstep.	And	to	help,	Google	has	a	tool	to	help	you	keep	the	two	apps	in	sync.	Now	playing:	Watch	this:	Pixel	4	photo	released	by	Google	Google's	Backup	and	Sync	app	Google's	Backup	and	Sync	app	for	Windows
or	Mac	will	back	up	photos	from	your	computer,	camera	or	SD	card	to	Google	Drive	and	Photos,	and	the	app	will	upload	a	copy	to	both	Google	services	for	you.	Here's	how	you	set	it	up.	1.	If	you	haven't	already,	download	Backup	and	Sync	to	your	PC	or	Mac.	2.	Follow	the	instructions	to	install	it	and	sign	in.	3.	If	it	asks,	grant	the	app	permission	to
access	your	photos.	4.	The	app	will	install	a	folder	on	your	computer	called	Google	Drive,	and	you	can	drag	photos	and	documents	onto	the	folder	to	sync	its	contents	with	Google	Drive	on	Google's	servers.	5.	To	sync	other	folders	on	your	computer	with	Drive,	open	Backup	and	Sync	preferences	and	select	the	folders	you'd	like	to	sync,	such	as
Documents	or	Pictures.	You	can	set	other	folders	to	sync	with	your	Google	Drive.	Google	How	to	copy	photos	from	Google	Drive	to	Google	Photos	Another	option	is	to	move	photos	and	videos	from	Drive	over	to	Photos	using	the	new	Google	Photos	Upload	tool.	The	tool	doesn't	sync	these	duplicate	files,	however,	so	changes	you	make	in	one	spot	won't
affect	the	copy	kept	in	the	other	spot.		And	note:	If	you	save	your	photos	using	the	Original	full-resolution	setting,	those	duplicate	files	will	count	twice	toward	your	Drive	storage	cap,	instead	of	once,	like	they	do	now.	And	you'll	need	to	use	Google	Photos	on	your	Mac	or	PC.	Tap	Upload	in	the	top	right.1.	In	Google	Photos,	tap	Upload	in	the	top	right
corner.	2.	To	copy	photos	over	from	Drive,	tap	Google	Drive	in	the	menu.	3.	Select	the	image	or	images	you	want	to	copy	from	Drive	and	then	tap	Upload	at	the	bottom	right	of	the	window.	You'll	see	a	message	saying	your	selection	is	being	uploaded	to	Photos.	How	to	sync	your	photos	with	Google	Drive	using	the	Google	Photos	You	can	also	check
that	your	Google	Photos	app	is	syncing	with	your	Google	Photos	library	on	Google's	servers.	1.	In	the	Google	Photos	app,	tap	the	hamburger	menu	and	then	tap	Settings.	2.	Tap	Back	up	&	Sync	and	then	check	you've	toggled	it	on	and	you're	backing	up	to	the	correct	account.	3.	While	you	are	here,	in	Device	Folders,	you	can	set	other	folders	on	your
phone	to	sync	with	your	Google	Photos	library.	In	the	Google	Photos	app,	you	can	sync	images	from	other	folders.	Google	Published	June	14.	Updates,	June	18:	Edited	for	clarity;	Sept.	1:	Edited	for	clarity.	

This	help	content	&	information	General	Help	Center	experience.	Search.	Clear	search	13/07/2022	·	In	its	main	console,	click	“Add	Cloud”	on	the	left	and	select	“Google	Drive”	from	the	right	cloud	drive	list.	Then,	just	follow	the	easy	guidance	to	…	17/08/2019	·	Next,	select	Google	Drive	from	the	drop-down	list.	Step	2:	Next,	you	need	to	give	a	name
to	the	account.	In	my	case,	I	chose	to	go	with	a	short	form	…	23/05/2022	·	Part	1:	Backup	Samsung	Gallery	Photo	to	Google	Drive	Using	Samsung	Share	Option.	You	can	directly	backup	Samsung	photos	to	Google	Drive	by	using	the	share	option	provided	by	Samsung.	This	method	is	quite	simple	and	easy	to	use.	Step	1:	First,	gather	the	photos	you
want	to	upload	on	Google	Drive.You	can	directly	go	to	your	Samsung	phone’s	…	18/07/2018	·	Open	up	the	Google	Play	Store	app	on	your	device.	Search	for	Autosync	Google	Drive.	Locate	and	tap	the	entry	by	MetaCtrl.	Tap	Install.	Allow	…	Sync	Android	Gallery	Directly	to	Google	Drive	(Not	Google	Photos)	I	can	only	seem	to	get	the	Android	Gallery	to
sync	with	Google	Photos.	Works	perfectly	but	I	do	not	want	that.	The	desired	end	state	is	that	I	snap	a	picture	and	then	have	an	actual	copy	in	Android	Gallery,	Google	Drive,	and	in	the	My	Drive	desktop	Google	Drive	folder.	Step	2:	Add	the	folder	with	Google	Drive.	Install	Google	Drive	for	the	desktop,	log	in	to	your	Google	account.	Under	the	My



Drive	tab	and	click	"Add	Folder."	There	you	need	to	select	that	folder	where	you	have	saved	your	photos	on	your	Samsung	device.	Step	3:	Sync	with	the	drive.	Select	“Sync	with	Google	Drive”	and	click“Done.”	This	help	content	&	information	General	Help	Center	experience.	Search.	Clear	search	This	help	content	&	information	General	Help	Center
experience.	Search.	Clear	search
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